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Editorial Statement
The articles in this issue of The Bridge present a variety of stories
which hopefully will be of interest to our readers.
Georg Brandes (1842-1927) was a Danish critic and scholar who
had great influence on Scandinavian and European literature from
the 1870s through the turn of the 20th century. Julie K. Allen
introduces us to Georg Brandes and tells about his visit to DanishAmerica in 1914. The Danish intellectual made that year a lecture
tour to the Danish societies in some of the major American cities and
his visit was a great success.
We are happy to be able to bring the poem “To Oldefar Jens”
written by his great-grandchild who visits the homeland of her great
grandfather. In a few lines Kelsi Vanada is able to express feelings
shared by many immigrants.
“The Hampton Letters” only deals with a small fraction of the
impressive and valuable collection of correspondence from the
Nielsen family at the Harriman-Nielsen House in Hampton,
Franklin County, Iowa. The letters tell a fascinating story about a
Danish immigrant family from the 1890s to 1999. This collection of
letters and a variety of other archival material, collected and
cherished by one single family through two generations is not only
valuable in itself, but the fact that the house where the family lived
and their furniture, clothes and memorabilia are kept as a museum
makes the “Hampton Letters” even more valuable. Many stories can
be told based on this wonderful material.
Edvard and Harald Degn are from the island of Samsø in
Denmark. In 1952 they visited their brother Alfred Degn who had
emigrated to the US in 1926, and who now lived in Santa Maria in
California. We are sure that you readers will enjoy their comments
on Danish Americans, Americans and the US as such.
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